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W the adminiſtration of the interior concerns of, the Republic, 


3 kde in the name of the Committee of Public Safety, the 18th Pluvi- 
: oſe, ſecond. year of the Republic [Feb. 6, 1794]. | 


I MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE. 


[Tranſlated from a Copy printed by order of the Convention]. 
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Citizens, Representatives of the People, 


& SOME time since we laid before you the principles 


govern the interior. After having 'ong purzued 
We path which chance pointed out, carried 


Nepresentalives of the People at length acquired a 
Wharacter and produced a form of government. A 


Europe the regeneration which was operated in 
Ne national representation. But to this point of 
Wine, even now that I address you, it must be al- 
Pwed that we have been unpelled thro' the tem- 


ot even leisure to sketch. 5 
It is time to designate clearly the purposes of the 
evolution and the point which we wish to. attain : 
tis time we should examine ourselves the obstacles 
vhich yet are between us and our wishes, and the 
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Won the principles of political morality which are to form the baſis of 


our exterior political system, we now come to, 
Wevelop the principles of political morality which are 


away in 


manner by ' the efforts of contending factions, the 
Wdden chan ge in the success of the nation announced 
Pest of a revolution, rather by a love of right and a 


Feeling of the wants bf our country, than by an exact 
heory, and precise rules of conduct, which we had 


„„ 
means most proper to realize them: A conside ratio 
simple and important which appears not yet to ha 
been contemplated. Indeed, how could a base ang 
corrupt government have dared to view themselv«i; 
in the mirror of political rectitude? A-king, a provi 
senate, a Cæsar, a Cromwell; of these the first car 
was to cover their dark designs under the cloak 
religion, to covenant with every vice, caress even 
party, destroy that of men of probity, 3 a 
deceive the people in order to attain the end i 
their perſidious ambition. If we had not had a task 
the first magnitude to accomplish; if all our co 
cern had been to raise a party or create a new aris|ſ 
tocracy, we might have believed, as certain write 
more ignorant than wicked asserted, that the pla 
of the French revolution was to be found writtef 
in the works of Tacitus and of Machiavel, and see 
for the duties of the representatives of the peopl{*i 
in the history of Augustus, of Tiberius, or of Ve 
paSien, Or even in that of certain French legislators;M 
= tyrants are substantially alike and only differ by 
trifling shades of perhdy and cruelty BM 
For our part we now come to make the who 
world e in your political secrets, in order tha 
all friends of their country may rally at the voice 
of reason and public interest, and that the French 
nation and her representatives be respected in ag 
countries which may attain a knowledge of ther 
true principles; and that intriguers who always sech 
to supplant other intriguers may be judged by pu 
lie opinion upon settled and plain principles. : 
Every precaution must early be used to place t 
interests of freedom in the hands of truth, whicfl 
is 11 55 rather than in those of men who change 
S0 that if the government forgets the interests of e 
people or falls mto the hands of men corrupted, ic 


444 


cording to the natural course of things, the light Hs 


6 8 | 


3 knowledged principles should unmask their trea- 


the very thought of a crime. 


T new machinalions are plotted against their liber- 
what resources does not public reason present 
en guaranteeing freedom! 


WT oy ment of liberty and equality; the reign of that 
WE:nal justice, the laws of which are graven, not 
WS marble or stone, but in the hearts of men, even 
che heart of the slave who has forgotten them, 
ain that of the tyrant who disowns them. 

We wish that Alen of things where all tho low and 
eel passions are enchained, all the beneticent and 
Wncrous passions awakened by the laws; where 
bition subsists in a desire to deserve glory and 
e the country; where distinctions grow out of 
e system of equality, where the citizen Submits to 
authority of the magistrate, the magistrate obeys 
Wat ef the people, and the people are governed by 
love of justice; where the country secures the 
Infort of each individual, and where each indi- 


his country; where every soul expands by a free 


Wcessity of deserving the esteem of a great people; 
lere the arts serve to embellish that liberty which 
es them value and support, and commerce is a 


Purce of public wealth and not merely of immense 
Wches to a few individuals. F 
We wish in our country that morality may be 
Ibstited for egotism, probity for false honour, prin- 
Wples for usages, duties for good manners, the empire 
reason for the tyranny F fashion, a contempt for 
ee instead of a contempt for misfortune, pride for 

Solence, magnanimity for vanity, the love of glory 


Y us, and that every new faction may read its death 


3 Happy the 41 that attains this end; for, what. 


What is the end of our revolution? The ee 


A dual prides himself on the prosperity and glory 


mmunication of republican sentiments, and by the 
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„ 9 
for the love of money, good people for good comp: 
ny, merit for intrigue, genius for wit, truth for tj 
sel shew, the attractions of happiness for the enn 
of sensuality, the grandeur of man for the littlene 


1 


of the great, a people magnanimous, powerful, happy 


for a people amiable, frivolous and miserable; in 


word, all the virtues and miracles of a Republic, i; 


Stead of all the vices and absurdities of a Monarch 


We wish, in a word, to fulfil the intentions of 


nature and the destiny of man, realize the promis: 
of philosophy, and acquit providence of a long reigh 
of crime and tyranny. That France, once illustriou 

lipſing the gion | 
of all free countries that ever existed, become a mi 
del to nations, a terror to oppressors, a consolatio 
to the oppressed, an ornament of the universe, an 
at, by sealing the work with our blood, we maß 
at least witness the dawn of the bright day of un 


among enslaved nations, may, by ec 
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versal happiness. This is our ambition, —this is i 


end of our efforts; 


Py - 


What kind of government can realize these prod f * 
"nh A democralic or republican government ou 3 


ese two terms are synonimous notwithstanding 
abuse of common language; for aristocracy is uM 
more republic than monarchy is. A democracy i 
not where the people always assembled, regulate the 
selves public affairs, much less is it where one hn 


dred thousand portions of the people, by measure 


insulated, precipitate and contradictory, should d 
cide the fate of the whole nation: Such a goveri 
ment has never existed except to bring back the pe 


ple under the yoke of despolism. = 
8 . N 4 "ROE IE, & Þ 1-1 „ e : 
A democratic government is that in which the 5 


vereign people, guided by laws of their own ena 
ing, do themselves all that they can do, well, and n 
means of delegates all which they cannot do then 


selves. It is therefore in the principles of a democrif 


X. 


Nt 
( 


| "4 government that you are to seek the rules of your 
Wlitical conduct. 5 
But, in order to found and consolidate among us 
mocracy, to reach the peaceful reign of constituti- 
al laws, we must terminate the war of liberty against 
I ranny, and weather successfully the tempests of the 
W:olution: This is the end of the revolutionary go- 
Wrnment you have framed. Yon should therefore 
Wt regulate your conduct by ihe !empestuous cir— 
nstances in which the repubhe exists, and the plan 
W your administration should be the result of the 
Writ of the revolutionary government combined with 
e general principles of democracy. voy 
And what is the fundamental principle of a demo- 
Watic or popular government, I mean, what is the pri- 
Wary spring which supports and gives it motion? It 
W virtue; I speak of public virtue, that which pro- 
ced so many prodigies in Greece and Rome, and 
hich ought to produce prodigies yet more wonderful 
republican France; of that virtue which is nothing 
e than a love of country and of its laws. 
But as equality is the essence of republicanism or 
WE mocracy, it follows, that the love of country neces- 
rily includes the love of equality. 


15 


Again, it is true that this sublime passion supposes a 
eerence of the public interest over all private con- 


eerations; whence there results that the love of 
untiry supposcs or produces all virtues: for what 
Ne they but a strengih of mind which commands 
ch sacrifices? and how could the slave of avarice 
ad ambition, for example, immolate his idol to his 
/ onntry's weal. | | = 
Not only virtue is the soul of democracy, but it can 
ist in no other government. In a monarchy [I 
"ow but one individual who can love his country, 
Wd who for this indeed needs no virtue; it is the 
Wonarch. The reason is, that of all the inhabitants 


7 


1 


of his dominions the monarch alone has a country... 
Is he not sovereigu at least in fact? Does he not ai 
sume the prerogative of the people? And what is ou 
country but where we are citizens and partake in 
8 the sovereignty? | CTY 5 | 
KY By a natural consequence of this principle, in 
8 aristocratical governments the word pazrie (country 
means nothing for any but the patlician familie 


who usurp the sovereignty. 8 4 
It is only in democracies that all citizens find 
truly a country, and where that country can rec 
kon as many zealous defenders of its cause as there 
are citizens. This is the source of the $vperiorit 
of free people over all others. If Athens and Spar 
ta triumphed over the tyrants of Asia, and the Swi 
over the tyrants of Spain and Austria, this is the 
only cause. e 1 
But the French are the first people in the wor 
that have established democracy in its purity, big 
holding out to all men equality and a full enjoy 
ment of the rights of the citizen; and this is, i 
my opinion, the true reason why all the ty rant 
leagued against the republic will be vanquished. 
From this time great conchniions are to be draw 
from the principles we have just laid down. | 
Since virtue and equality are the soul of the «Mi 
public, and that your aim is to found, to cons 
lidate the republic, it follows, that the first rule c 
your political conduct should be, to let all you 
measures tend to maintain equality and encouragl 
virtue; for the first care of the legislator should b 
do strengthen the principles on which the govern} 
ment rests. Hence all that tends to excite a lov? i 
country, to purify manners, to exalt the mind, to df 
rect the passiong of the human heart towards ti 
public good, you should adopt and establish. Me 
that tends to concenter and 40 458 them into selle! 
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Wim, lo awaken an infatuation for littlenesses, and 


: ME isregard for greatness, you should reject or repress. 
oute 5 of the French revolution that which is 
- WH:moral is impolitic, and what tends to corrupt is coun- 


evolutionary. Weaknesses, ices, prejudices are 
road to monarchy. Carried away, too often per- 
s. by the force of ancient habits, as well as by the 
ate imperfection of human nature, to false ideas 
Wd puillanimous sentiments, we have more to fear 
nm the excesses of weakness, than from excesses of 
ro ergy. The warmth of zeal is not perhaps the 
nen os: dangerous rock that we have to avoid; but 
rin ther that languor which ease produces and a dis- 
bst ok our own courage. Therefore continually 
wis nd up the sacred spring of republican government, 
the tead of letting it run down. I need not say that 
In not here justifying any excess. Principles the 
ont sacred may be abused; the wisdom of govern- 
nt should guide its operations according to eircum- 
no, nces, it Should time its measures, chuse its means; 
i" te manner of bringing about great things is an 
-11;F&e0 tial part of the talent of producing them, just as 
dom is an essential attribute of virtue. 


aun e do not pretend to model the French Republic 
er that of Sparta; we neither wish to give it the 
e e tere manners nor the corruption of cloisters. We 


ons e just laid before you the moral and 33 prin- 
1 


le dd Wie of a popular government. You have then a 
you] pass to direct you in every tempest of the pas- 
urag ens, and through the whirlwind of intrigues which 


rounds you. You have the touch-stone which 
pu can apply to all your laws and every proposition 


d b 


Ver . 


ve offi before you. By comparing them always with 
to HM e may henceforth avoid the rock on 
5 tech large assemblies usually split, the danger of 
Al eclpitate, incoherent and contradictory measures. 
e160 can give to all your measures the systematic unt 
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ty, the wisdom and dignity which should charac! 
ize the representatives of the first people upon car 
It is not necessary to detail the natural cony 
quences of the principle of democracy, it is Mi 
principle itself, simple yet copious which deserves 
be developed. | —_ 


the people and as it respects the government: It 18 
eessary.1n both. When Nec a the government aloof 
want it, there existsa resource in that of the people; bl 

when the people themselves are 1 liberty 
already lost. 5 1 
bY Happily virtue is natural in the people, maugre = 


Republican virtue may be considered as it respec 


ristocratical prejudices. A nation is truly corrui 
92 when, after having, by degrees, lost its character 1.888 


liberty, it slides from democracy into anstocracy 
monarchy. this is the death of the political bo; Wl 
decrepitude. When, after four hundred years o 
ry, avarice had at length driven from Sparta the n 
ners with the laws of Lycurgus, Agis died in vain 
restore them. Demosthenes in vain thundered d 
ina against Philip, Philip found in the vices 
degenerated Athens advocates more eloquent th! 
 Demosthenes. There is yet in Athens as great Wi 
opulation as in the time of Miltiades and Aristide 
DE 8 are no more Athenians. What avails 
that Brutus-killed the tyraut? Tyranny yet lives! 
every heart, andRome only lives in the name ofBrutu 
But, when, by prodigious efforts of egurage and 
reason, a whole people break asunder the fetters of ds 
potism to make of the fragments trophies to Überh 
when, by their innate vigor, they xise, in a mann 
from the arms of death, to resume all the strength 
youth; when, in turns forgiving and inexorable, 
| trepid and docile, they can neither be checked by | 
- Pregnable ramparts, nor by innumerable armics | 
tyrants leagued against them, and yet of then 
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0 10 
at the voice of the law; if then they do not 


Ich the height of their destiny it can only be the 
ult of those who' govern. N 


gin, it may be said, that to love justice and e- 
ty 


the people need no great effort of virtue; it 


Fufficient that they love themselves. 


But the magistrate is obliged to saerifice his inter- 


to that of the people, and the pride of office to e- 


ty. The law must speak with all its energy, es- 


ially to the organs of it. The power of 


o go- 


nment must be felt by its agents to keep all parts of 
Wn harmony with the law. If there is a representa- 
We body, a primary authority, constituted by tlie 
ple, it is the ne of that body ts superintend 


; 1 repress continua 


y all public functionaries. But 


Wat will keep t within proper bounds unless its 
Wn virtue? The more exalted this source of public 
er is, the more pure it ought to be: Then it is 


essary that the representative body should begin 


b repressing in its bosom all private passions and 
Werests, and listen only to the voice of public good. 


Wopy the representatives, when their glory and even 


ir interest attaches them, as much as a sense of 
i duty, to the cause of liberty, 


— — 
— — — 


| | 


i 
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Let us deduce from all this one important truth; 


it the character of a popular government is, to 
- all confidence in the people and be rigorous to 
Here would the development of our theory stop 
you had only to pilot the vessel of the republic in 
Weather; but the tempest howls; and the revo- 
nary state in which we now are imposes another 


his severe purity of the principles of the French 
dution, the sublimity indeed of its ghject, are 
at eonstitute our strength and our weakness ; our 
mngth as it gives us the ascendancy which truth 


C0033 
will command over imposture, and the rights of ii 
public interest over private anterest,—our' weakneyi 
because it gives scope to the machinations of b 
men, of all those who in their hearts meditated 
plunder of the people, and all those who wished til 
their former dann go unpunished, 
all those who have abhorred liberty as a personal q 
lamity, and those who have attached themselves 
the revolution as to a trade and to the republic as 
rich prey: Hence the defection of so many ambit 
_and-avaricious. persons, who started with us in 
revolution, but left us on the road, because they hl 
not undertaken the journey to arrive at the sang 
goal. It would appear as if the two opposite genifi 
who have been imagined as disputing with each ou 
the empire of nature, are combating at this great {if 
pocha of the human history, to fix irrevocably ii 
destiny of the world, and that France is the thea 
of this important contest. Externally all despots «i 
round you; internally all the friends of tyranny ca 
Spire: they will conspire until crime is deprived of 
hope. It is necessary to annihilate both the intern 
and external enemies of the republic or perish wi 
its fall ;-—then, in this situation, your first politighs 
maxim should be, that the people are guided | 
reason, the enemies of the people driven by teln 
l art en, badges. 
It virtue be the spring of a popular government! 
times of peace, the spring of that government dun 
a revolution is virtue combined with terror: vartil 
without which terror is destructive ; terror, witho 
which virtue is impotent. Terror is only jus 
prompt, severe and inflexible; it is then an emal 
tion of virtue; it is less a distinct principle than a" 
tural consequence of the general principle of dei 
cracy, applied to the most pressing wants of 
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5 4 It has been said that terror is che spring of despotie 


ernment. Does yours then resemble despotism? 
as the steel chit pinch in the hands of the he- 


5 of liberty resembles the sword with which the 
by terror his debased sub ects; he is right as a 
pot: conquer by terror the enemies of liber ly and 
Wu will be right as founders of the republic. - The 
Wrernment in a revolution is the despotism of li- 
Wrty against tyranny. Is force only intended to 
Wotect crime ? Is not the wn paging of heaven made 
blast vice exalted? | 8 | 
he law of self preservalion, with every inp 


cenWhether physical or moral, is the first law of na- 
ore. Crime butchers innocence to secure a throne, 
at Mid innocence struggles with all its might against 


Ne attempts of crime. If tyranny reigned one lingle 
Wy not a patriot would survive it. "How: long yet 


bel the madness of despots be called justice, and 
/ cole justice of the people barbarity or rebellion ?--- 
ol Wow tenderly oppressors and how severely the op- 


essed are treated! Nothing more natural: whoe- 
r does not abhor crime cannot love virtue. Vet 
e or the other must be erushed. Let mercy be 
lewn the royalists, exclaim some men. Pardon 
e villains! No: be merciful to innocence, par- 
on he unfortunate, rm bene een for human 
eakness. . 49 
The protection” of government! is only a6. 

eaceable! citizens; and all citizens in the publiy 
6 republicans: The dee the conspirators are 
rangers, or rather enemies. Is not this dreadful 
ontest, which liberty maintains against tyranny, in- 
Iirisible? Are not the internal enemies the allies of 
ose in the exterior? The assassins who las waste 
e interior; the intriguers who ' purchase t me con- 
ences of the delegates of the people; the traitors 


ellites of tyranny are armed. Let the despot go- 
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about a political counter revolution by means of Wha 


justice, are as culpable as those who would thrill 


i 3 N to me nothing but sighs for the 5M 
. F 


ist or federalist assassins? Oh no, they were mer 
plebians, —patriots. To have a right to their afteciiW 


his country; he who wishes to attract their atienf 


some monsters, fattened on thepurest 


( 1a 3 


who sell them; the — libellists paid to di 
honor the cause of the people, to smother pub 
virtue, to fan the flame of civil discord, and bruff es 


moral one; all these men, are they less culpable ir 
less dangerous than the tyrants whom they serve? .. 
those who interpose their parricidious lenity betwelli 
these villains and the avenging sword of nation 


onets of our soldiers, all the transports of their fa 


DB 


themselves between the satellites of tyrants and bait 


"FI q 
0H 

8 

2 

1 
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cess of England and Austria. 

But for whom should they shew their sensibilig 
Should they feel for 200, ooo heroes, the flower ff 
the nation, mowed down by the sword of the entf 


mies of liberty, or destroyed by the dagger of roy 


N — fn 
1 
1 


3 


onate regard, it is neoessary to have been at least H 


widow of a general who has twenty times betrayef 
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tion, must almost prove that he has been the deal 
of 10,000 Frenchmen ; as a Roman general, of oli 
it I recollect right, to obtain a triumph was obligeff 
to shew that he had killed 10,000- enemies. A nai 
rative of the massacres committed by the tyrants off 
the defenders of liberty is heard with sang-froid; of 
women barbarously mutilated, our children murd:M 
ed on the bosom of their mothers; our prisonen 
expiating in the most cruel torments sublime and as 
nishing acts of heroism: and the tardy punishment a 

blood of the 


country, is called a horrid-butchery, 
The misery of female citizens, who have gene 
-xously sacriftced their brothers, children, husband 
in the best of causes, is patiently heard of: but io 


es of conspirators receive those attentions which 


1 
8 
I 
Eo 
5 


bt exclusively to be bestowed on the former.— 
ese it is notorious can with impunity bias justice, 
ad against liberty the cause of their relations and 
ir accomplises: They have been set up, in a man- 


as a priviledged corporation, and quartered on 


public. 


rds! How aristocracy and moderantism govern us 
by che dangerons maxims with which they have 
Aristocracy defends itself by intrigue better than 


tiotism by its services. The revolution isattempt- 


to be carried on with cavils, as business in a court 


Justice is conducted. Conspiracies against the 
Public are treated as the law-suits of private persons. 
ranny kills and liberty pleads; and the code framed 
me conspirators is the law by which they are 
When the public safety is at stake, the testimony 


WE the universe is not admitted to supply the place of 
esonal evidence, nor presumptive proof admitted 


* 


hen positive cannot be adduced. 


- 


* * 
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3 
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Delays in giving sentence produce the effect of 1m- 


| | unity, the uncertainty of punishmen t encourages 


. 


rimes: and yet the severity of punishment is com- 


Wlained of, the confinement of the enemies of the 


public is cried up as a grievance. Precedents are 


3 poked for in the his tory Of tyrants, and that of the 
oeople lies neglected, neither are they drawn from 
Wc nature'and imperiousness of circumstances when 


= _ is menaced. In Rome when the consul de- 
gected 


6 


the eonspiracy, and smothered it at the same 
me by the death of the accomplices of Catalina, he 


Pas accused of having violated accustomed forms; 
Put by whom? By the ambitious Cesar, who wished 
oswell his party with the horde of conspirators, by the 


hat weakness we yet shew in being duped by 


— 


(14 ) 
Pisos, the Clodliusses, and all those bad citizens, why 


themselves «dreaded: the virtue of a true Roman ande 


sevęrity of the laws. 


Jo ͤpunish the oppressors of humanity is elemency: 


to forgive then is cruelty. The severity of tyranf 


has harbarity for its principle; that of a republica 


government is founded on beneficence. -Thereforf 
let him beware who should dare to influence the 
people by that terror which is made only for their 
enemies! Let him beware, who, regarding the ine 
table errors of civism in the same light, with the pu 
meditated crimes of perfidiousness, or tlie attempts ol 
conspirators, suffers the dangercus intriguer to escaps 9 
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and pursues the peaceable citizen Death to the vi. 


lain who dares abuse the sacred name of liberty, i 


the powerful arms intended for her:defence; to, ca 
mourning or death to the patriotic heart! This abuse 
has existed, it is impossible to doubt it. It has nl 


doubt been exaggerated by aristocracy: but was thei 


in the whole republic but one virtuous citizen pere 


cuted by the enemies of liberty, eee der the ge 


yernment would-be. o enquire with ze 
him a signal vengeance: ib: med ern 
But what conclusion is to be deduced fr 
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persecptions Whichipatriots have suffered through i 


ny pocritical 7e al ? of the-counter-r evolu tionists, that 4 
liberty should be restored to these, and a wholesonWi 
system of severity relaxed? These new erimes ol 
anistocracy are a proof of the necessity/ofrthat system 
What dos the daring attempts of our enemies prog 

xcept the too great lenity with which they have been 
pursned? They are causech in a great measure by be 
doctrine of mildness which has been lately preac hes 


to: encourage them. If you could listen to such ad 


vice, your enemies would succeed in their attempts 
and receive; of your own hands, the pries of the 


last Orime. 10 DET" 


\ 
„ 


9 

What inconsistency there would be in regarding 
ne victories atchieved by patriotism as putting an 
40 all our dangers. Examine our real situation, 
Wd you will be sensible that vigilance and energy 
e more necessary than ever. A secret opposition 
gs all the operations of the government : the fatal 
WS fluence of foreign courts, tho” hidden, is neverthe- 
active and to be feared. It is evident that crime 
W-mayed has only covered its operations with more 
ee and cunning. hs 


Wdcd into two factons, which form two armies. 


ads; but to the same object, the disorganization old 
We popular government, the overthrow of the con- 
aon, that is, the triumph of tyranny. One of 
ese factions endeavors to make us swerve to the side 
a fatal weakness, the other drives us to excesseg. 
his wishes to transform liberty into a bacchant, that 
WD to a prostitute. | „ 
Inferior intriguers, often even good citizens misled, 
ee one or the other side; but the chiefs of both 
long to the cause of royalty or aristocracy, and 


ich one another bear less hatred to cach other than 
ey abhor all honest men. The country is their 
ey; they fight to divide it: but they are leagued 
aainst those who defend it. [2 
One faction has been called moderates; there is per— 
aps more fancy than truth in the appellation of /- 
8 c-revolutionist, by which the others are distinguish- 
Wl. This appellation which can in no wise be ap- 
lied io those who with good intentions are some— 
mes carried beyond the bounds ot the wholesome 
Policy of che revolution, by zeal or ignorance, does 
Pot characterize those perſidious beings: in the pay 
f tyrants, Whose task it is to throw an odium on the 


rhe internal enemies of tho French people are di- 


I hey march under different colours, by different 


operate against the patriots. Villains while at war 
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6) 
revolution by a false or exaggerated application » 
its sacred principles. An 5 08 

The feigned revolutionist falls perhaps oftener sho 
of the principles of the revolution than he exceed 
them: He is, however, now moderate, now revolui 
onary to madness, according to circumstances. lf 
the Prussian, English, Austrian, and even Muse 
vite committees it is every day settled what he shi 
think the next day. He opposes energetic measure 
and executes them with exaggerated zeal when tf 
has not been able to defeat them; Severe against in 
nocence, but indulgent to crime: Denouncing ever 
the guilty who are not rich enough to buy his off 
lence, or powerful enough to deserve his service 
but ever cautious not to expose himself by unde 
taking the cause of calumniated virtue: unveiling ali 
times plots already discovered, and unmasking ti 
traitors already unmasked, or even beheaded ; bi 
loud in the praise of kving' conspirators, who ca 
command an influence. Ever ready to embrace th 
opinion of the moment, but not less attentive new 
to enhghten it, much less to shock it: Ever ready 
to adopt high toned measures, provided they hav 
great inconveniencies attached to them; Calumniat 
ing such as only hold out advantages, or adding ii 
them such amendments as may render them injuni 
ous; Telling truth with sparingness, just so muctil 
as to acquire a right to lie with unpunity and effect 
Distilling good drop by drop, but pouring out evil 
a torrent: full of fire for such high sounding res 
lutions as mean nothing; more than indifferent fo 
such as can do honor to the cause of the peopt 
and be beneficial to the country. Laying great slres 
on the outward shew of patriotism; muck attached, 
like bigots, whom he is the professed enemy, i 
external appearances, he would rather wear out ont 
hundred red caps than be guilty of a good action 
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What difference is there between these and the mo- 
Wrates? They are servants of the same master, or, it 
qu please, accomplices in villainy, who pretend to 
arrel with each other the better to conceal their 

imes. Judge them, not by the difference of their 

ofessions but by the identity in the result of tlieir 

hals. He who attacks the convention in violent de- 

nations, and he that deceives to betray it, are they 

MS agreed:? He who by unjust severity obliges pa- 
Wotism to tremble for its safety, makes interest to ob- 

Dia pardon for aristocracy and treachery. - There 

Were monsters who while they instigated France to 

empt the conquest of the world, had no other view 

Wan do assist tyrants in the conquest of France. The 5 
pocritical foreigner while for five years he did not 

Nase to proclaim Paris the capital of the universe, 

Ws only translating in another jargon the anathema: 

che vile federalists, who devoted Paris to destruction. 

W preach up atheism is only one way of absolving 

Wperstition and pere ee d. and war de- 

red against the deity is only a diversion in favour 


- 


% l 

What 2 means are there of combating liberty ? 

ll the example of the first champions of aristocracy 

& {ollowed,---praising the sweels of slavery and the 

Wvantages of 3 the supernatural genius and 

e incomparable virtues of kings? Will the rights of 

gan, and the eternal principles of justice be proclaim- 

Nas empty sounds? Will nobility and priestcraft be 

"ge from: their graves, -or will the right of the high - 
rghers fo enjoy the priviledges of both orders be 

22 1 5 560 154992 01 ITT 

No. It is more convenient to assume the mask cf : 2 

Itriotiem, to disſigure by disgraceful parodies the sub- 1 
e drama of the revolution, to endanger the cause 1 


liberty by an hypocritical moderation, or by studied i 
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Hence aristocraey institutes popular societies; co 
ter-revolutionary pride conceals under rags its pl 
and daggers; fanaticism overthrows its own alta 
royalism chaunts' the victories of the republic; nol 
lity haunted by its recollection of Iost influence, tel 
derly embraces equality to smother it; tyranny dy 
with the blood of the deferiders of liberty strews flo 
ers on their tomb. If all hearts are not regeneraf 
how many faces wear masks! how many traitors off 


meddle with our affairs to ruin them. i 
Do you wish to put them to the proof, requiih 
of them, instead of oaths and declamations, rl 

Is activity necessary, they then talk. Is delibhl 
tion proper, they wish immediately to act. Are 
times peaceable they oppose every useful chang 
Are they tempestuous, they propose reforming e 
thing, in order to throw all into confuſion. 
you endeavor to repress the seditious, they tell 30 
of the clemency of Cezar. Do you wish to resli 
patriots. from persecution, then the firmness of N 

tus is their theme; they find out that such a ol 
belonged to the nobility, while he is serving i 
Republic; they * it, is he guilty of treas 
Is peace desirable, they enlarge on the advantan 

of victory. Is war necessary, they are eloquent 
the hlessings of peace. Is the territory to be deter 
ed, they are for punishing the tyrants beyond moi 
tains and seas. Are our fortresses to bs retake 
they are for storming churches and scaling the sk 
they forget the Austrians to make war on devote 
Is it necessary to assist our cause by securing the 
delity of our allies, they declaim against als tbe 99 
vernments that exist, and would propose to * 
decree: of acensation against the Grand Mogul bit 
self. Do the people Rock to the capitol to retuſ 

thanks to the Gods for their victories, they set i 


Cap 9 
nal howlingsfor our past misfortunes. | A* new 
els to be eulled, they spread in the my: st of us 
red, divisions,. perſecutions and discouraging fore 
eng ee 
the people aetive and concentrate its strength by 


| IE ble government, they discover 

it the principles of the government are an infringe- | 
nt on the sovereignty of the people. Are the 
Ihts of the people to be ., against the op- 
ion of government, they speak of nothing but 
Wpect for the laws and of the obedience | 
OO 02 16 00 274 en oe un ae ens 
WThey have found an admirable expedient to second 
Mc 4 25 of the republican government; that is, 
Wmpletely to disorganize and degrade it, and to 
e war on all patriots who have contributed to 
i 
Vo you seek the means of feeding your armies, do 

Wu endeavour to wrest from avarice or timidity 
provisions they hold and conceal, they very pa- 
Wotically lament the public misfortunes and. an- 
unce an approaching famine. The wish of avert- 
evil is with them a means of encreasing it. In 
north fowls were killed, and a scarcity of eggs 
WW oduced, under the pretext that fowls eat grain ;— 
he south it was proposed to destroy the mulberry 
d orange. trees, under the rect that silk is an 
acle of luxury and oranges a superfluity, 
W [magination cannot pieture all the excesses of which 
We kypocritical counter-revolutionists have been guil- 
ay to stigmatise the cause of the revolution. Would 


7 * 


due the 


n believe it, that in those parts of the republic 
here superstition had most votaries, besides acconi- 
: ning religious worship with all the forms that 
duld render it odious, terror was spread among the 
ople by giving currency to a report, that all chil- 
en under 10 years of age and all persons above 70 


7 
U F 


were to be killed and that this report has be 
spread particularly in the ci-devant province of Brit 
ny, and in the departments of the Rhine and M 
zelle? This is one of the crimes imputed to ll 
ci-devant public accuser of the criminal "tribunal Wl 
Strasburg. The tyrannical follies of this man rend 
credible all that is told of Caligula and of Helioga\iM 
Tus; and one can scarce believe them, though will 
a sight of the proofs. ' He carried his enormities ii 
far as to put all women in a state of requisition 
His use; it is even said, that he made use of il 
mode to procure a wife. Whence sprung of a SH 
den that swarm of forei 1 


nly 


It is thus, that to the miracles constantly pl 
duced by the virtue of a great people, intrigue alva 
unites the crimes of her perfidious treachery, cring 
commanded by the tyrants, and which afterwa 
form the subject of their ridiculous manifestoes, Will 
keep their ignorant subjects in the abject state of 
ver ander which . * 
What relation is there between liberty and tM 
crimes of its enemies? The sun, tho” obscured bi 
transient cloud, is he less the great vivifying princin 
of nature. Does the scum which the ocean throw 
on its shores diminish its grandeur. 1 

In perfidious hands all is remedies for our sut 

ings Are rank poisons ; all you can do, all you e 
Say they will turn it against you, even the truil 
4 we have just now developet. 
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hey do all in their power to sew the seeds of ci- 
war by a violent attack on all religious preſu- 
es; they will even endeavonr to turn the measures 
nich a Wholesome policy has dictated in favour of 
igious freedom into arms in tlie hands of fanati- 
m and aristocracy. II on had permitted the con- 
WSracy to proceed, it would sooner or later have pro- 
Need a dreadful and universal opposition to the 
cgress of the revolution; if you check it they will 
Wdcavor to make the best of it, and will preach up 
Wat you endeayor to protect the priests and moderates. 
Lou must not even be astonished if those priests 
o have most openly confessed their religious quack- 
WW Should be found the authors of this system. 
lf the patriots, carried away by the warmth of an 
nest zeal, have at any time Nes dupes of their 
rigues, they throw the blame on the patriots; for 
e best principle in their Machiavelian doctrine is 
ruin the republic by ruining the republicans, as a 
untry is cub; ugated by the Keren of the army 
Wat defends it. Hence one of their favorite maxims 
y be understood, which is, that the lives of men 
ost not be regarded, —a regal maxim, Which means 
Wat all friends of liberty shonld be put in their power. 
lt is to be observed, that the fate of men who seek 
Wc public good only, is to be the victims of those 
o consult their own inter est only, which proceeds 
em two causes: the first, that the intriguers attack 
ich the vices of the ancient government; the second, 
ar the patriots only defend themselves with the 
5 Mues 66 the ne W. VI TY. 
This internal situation is worthy of all your atten- 
gn, especially if you reflect that at the same time 
u have all the tyrants of Europe to combat, 1200 
ousand men under arms to support, and that the 
prernment is obliged. to repair continually by great 
Pergy and vigilance all the evils which the innume- 


K 
rable multitude of our enemies has prepared for u 
during che term of five years. 

What is the remedy to all these evils? We knowl 
of no other than a eee, of that grand sprug 
of the Republic—virtue. _ ., 
Democracy suffers from two excesses, the arise 

cracy of the governors, or the contempt shewn bill 
the people to ihe authorities by them coenstitutef 
which contempt makes each assemblage of persons. ul 
each individual the centre of attraction to a port 
of the public force, and brings back the people, thnMi 
anarchy, to annihilation or despotiem. 
The endeavours of the moderates or false revo 
 fonists is, to bandy us eternally between these twill 
rocks, But the representatives of the people can if 
void them both; for the government is capable 
always remaining just and wise; and when these 2. 
its characteristics it is certain of the confidence of H 
people. | 1 5 3 
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It is very true that the aim of all our enemies is 


dissolve the convention; it is true that the tyrant of 
Great-Britain and his allies promise their parliamen 
and their subjects to deprive you of your energy a 
the public confidence which you have deserved, au 
that this is the first lesson taught all their agents. lk: 
But there is a political truth which * ken 
in view, that a great body having the confidence oi 
a great people can only be destroyed by its own mW: 
conduct; your enemies are convinced of this, ahi 
therefore do not doubt but they will endeavor to Mer 
waken among you all those passions which will bai 
thanenlamnns. EEE 200 
85 What can they do against the national represen 
tion unless they succeed in influencing the adopt! 
of impolitic measures which may furnish pretexts M 
theic criminal declamations? They must therefott 
necessarily wish to have two kinds of agents, the on 


623) 


s endeavouring to degrade it by their calumnies; 
others, who even in its bosom will strive to de- 
ye it, to hazard the glory and interests of the re- 


ro attack it with success, it was politic to begin 
Var against the representatives in the departments 
ich bad shewn confidence in your measures, and 
Wo against the committee of public safety; they were 
Weretore attacked by men who appeared to disagree 
Wong themselves. Fo NDTIS ATR ORE, 2:0 
What could they undertake that would be more ef- 
Sctual than to paralize the government of the con- 
anon and destroy all its springs at a time when the 
tc of the republic and of tyrants rested on its mea - 
: 1; 70765 eee 
Far from us be the idea, that there yet exists a- 
Nong tus a man so vile as to wish to serve the cause 
WF tyrants! But still farther from us be the crime, 
hich could not be forgiven us, of deceiving the Na- 
nal Convention and betraying the French people b 
auilty silence! For there is one eircumstance dur 
= favor of a free people, that truth while it is the 
ne of despots is the life of freemen. It is cer- 
Win chat there is yet one danger which our liberty 
Was to run, the only danger perhaps to be feared: - it 
e plan which has Ante of rallying all the ene- 
ies of the republic by bringing into action a party 
Writ; of persecuting all patriots, discouraging and 
ausing the ruin of the faithful agents of the republi- 
n government, to clog its operations. It has been 
Wideavored to deceive the convention upon persons 
nd things; it has been misled as to the causes of the 
Puses which are exaggerated in order to prevent the 
sibilicy of applying a remedy; terror has been a 
9 _ in the hands of their enemies to thislead or 
aalize it; divisions are fomented; it is endeavoured 
rhcularly to create divisiens among the representa- 
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public safety; the ) 
leract the central authority, in order to lead lo (ff 


 ments'of:a faction. Foreigners make. 
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enemies of France. f & 15 Ns. 


EE SR ©. 
tives sent to the: 1 and the committee 
irstwere to be induced to coy 


order and confusion; on their return it was end 
vored to sour their minds, to render them the inst 

ood use of M 
private passions, even of misled patriotism. 


At first a more direct road was intended to haf 


been pursued, that of calumniating che commit 


of _ safety; it was hoped they would be una 
to bear the weight of their ardous duty. The vic 


ries and good fortune of the French people have bi 


by praises to condemn them to; inaction: and des 
the fruits of their labours. All those vague dec 


mations against the necessary agents of the comniſ 


tee, allſthe plans of disorganization disguised und 


_ the-appellation of reforms, rejected by the Coma 


tion, and again brought forward now: by foreign lil 
fluence; the; warnitly with wich the, intrigues u 


masked by the committee have been raised; lb JL 


terror with Which good citizens have been -strucii 


wm 


_ the, indulgence with'which conspirators are; treated 


all that system ol imposture andaintrigue,! | of wig 
the PT incipal au thor is a man Ou EXP Ued from 2 
mong you, is aimed at the welfare of the; Nation 
Convention and tends to realize the wishes of all uf 
It is since the time when that system. was a 
nounced in libellous writings and was began to be pull 
in practice, that aristocracy and royalism have begulli 
to raise their insolent heads, that patriotism has aga 
been persecuted in, a portion of the republic; tl 


$ 4 of * 1 21 "I 


the national authority experienced an opposition 


which intriguers began lo loose the habit. Indee 
if these indirect attacks had had no other 'inconv 
nience than to divide he attention and energy 


\ 


„Ge 


xe who have borne the important burden which 
u have laid on them, and to draw off their atten- 
n from the important measures of public safety, 
order to counteract dangerous intrigues, even then 


terests of our enemies. * 

But let us keep courage; this is the sanctuary of 
Ich; here sit the founders of the republic, the a- 
Wn gers of humanity, the destroyers of tyrants, 


t. It is enough for us to appeal, in the name ofour 
untry, from the persuasions of self love or the 
dakness of individuals to the virtue and glory of the 
national Convention. i 


We call for a solemn discussion upon all the sub- 
sol its inquietude, and on all that can impede 
e progress of the revolution. Weintreat, that no 
Wivate interest or secret motive be permitted here to 
Wurp the place of the general will of the assembly, 
che eternal power of reason. 


WW We shall content ourselves this day with proposing 


Wat you should sanction with your formal approbe- 
Won the moral and political truths on which your 
W ternal administration and the stability of the repub- 
should be founded, as you have already sanction- 


ions: Thus you will rally all good citizens, you 


Wnity o your measures and will confound the in- 
igues and calumnies of kings; you will do honor 
pour cause and character in the cyes. of all peo— 
—_— Cad Pld | 


ee towards the guilty, and of your devotion to the 
use of the people. Order that the principles of po- 
ucal morality which we have just developed be pro. 
1785 


. 
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ey might be considered as essentially serving the 


Here to destroy an abuse it is sufficient to point it 


the principles of your conduct towards foreign 


1 ill deprive conspirators of all hope; you will give 


W Give to the French people this new pledge of your | 
ili protecting patriotism, of your inflexible jus- 
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